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UNDERSTANDING THE JEWISH ROOTS
CHRISTIANITY

Celebrating Passover/Easter
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At this holiest time of year in Christendom, how many Christians actually understand the Jewish roots of Christiani-
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"Why do the heathen rage, and the people imagine a vain thing?
The kings of the earth set themselves, and the rulers take counsel together,
against the LORD, and against His anointed . . ." Psalms 2:1-2

If we are familiar with the story of Noah in Genesis, chapter 6, then we should
have a basic understanding of what Jesus meant when He spoke of His return
in Matthew 24:37-39. "As it was in the days of Noah, so will it be at the
coming of the Son of Man. For in the days before the flood, people were
eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, up to the day Noah
entered the ark; and they knew nothing about what would happen until the
flood came and took them all away. That is how it will be at the coming of the
Son of Man."
Consider Noah, a righteous man in a world of wickedness. Living in the desert
where rain is rare, Noah was a strong witness for God. Imagine the ridicule
this prophet and man of God endured while building the Ark, which took 120
years. Ridiculed and laughed at, Noah continued to witness and build, always
doing what God said.
There is no question that Noah was a praying man. His faith was strong; his
trust unwavering. Praying people have the ability to stand strong in faith and
trust, no matter what. Where do we stand in our faith and trust in God?
Already too many Christians are shaking in fear. There seems to be little faith,
and no trust, that God is always working. A frequent question is: ‘Why would
God allow this, or allow that?’ There is little consideration given to the fact
that we, overall, are not right with God. Perhaps we each need more time in
the crucible?
We are not a . . . "glorious church, without spot or wrinkle, or
any such thing." Ephesians 5:27.
As for prayer, it is difficult finding people willing to pray. Our group holds
prayer meetings each week. We are a remnant. A handful of believers who
show up for prayer faithfully. In every ‘body of Christ’ there is a remnant. The
rest are missing. Why? Is there not a cause? Are we not concerned with the
downward spiral we have witnessed over the past decades and which

We, as Americans, have a covenant with God through the founding of this
nation and our commitment to Jesus Christ, our Savior. America, founded on
Judeo-Christian beliefs, was dedicated to God in its founding. Today, I fear,
we are nearing the death-throes of America if we do not change our ways. Do
we not see it? This year we are going to experience much shaking and
upheaval as God continues to try to get our attention. Wake up, church. Wake
up, America!
We are living in unprecedented times. Prayer is the first and best thing we
could do in all circumstances. Prayer warriors urge others to pray and stand in
the gap with them for the land. (Ezekiel 22:30) In prayer we can "redeem the
time, because the days are evil." Ephesians 5:16. "For we wrestle not with
flesh and blood, but against principalities, against powers, against the rulers of
the darkness of this world, against spiritual wickedness in high places.
Wherefore put on the whole armor of God, that ye may be able to withstand in
the evil day, and having done all, to stand." (Ephesians 6:12-13.) We are to
put on our armor each morning (Ephesians 6:13-18), stand in His strength and
allow Him to fight this battle through us. We must watch and pray as if our
lives and the future of America depend on it. This spiritual battle is all out
war. We are battling in close quarters with an enemy whose goal is to destroy
us. Prayer unleashes the forces of heaven on our behalf. Without Christians
praying, we will lose the last hope of turning this nation around and restoring
our covenant with God.
Time is short. Encourage the lost. "For God so loved the world that He gave
His only Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish, but have

Fundraising Report by Julia Beall
Fundraisers, or fun raisers, which is more accurate, for me. I am the fundraiser here
at AJ First.
I started fundraising when I learned I had Type II diabetes. My husband, Brian and
I raised over $10,000 for the American Diabetes Association, starting in 1999. In the
late 1990s, the fundraising efforts allowed a person to fundraise and go to a destination, running in either [ and run of some kind race:] a 5K, 10K, half, or full marathon.
My first event took nine long and tiring months, and I loved it!
The amount
I raised, earned Brian and I a free trip to Kona, Hawaii. I walked, yes, walked my
first half marathon in Kona. From this experience I realized I could fundraise. The
events I ran that earned us the trip included: silent auctions, raffles, 50/50, and yard
sales; these were my first exposures to fundraising.
A few years later to assist Arizona residents with medical expenses, my husband and
I started “Beall Foundation” I thought that I was only blessed to fundraise for myself,
little did I know that fundraising would be one of the biggest passions for me!
I graduated with both a bachelor and master’s degrees in nonprofit management and
leadership. My bachelor’s degree was from University of Phoenix and my master’s
degree is from Capella University, and I graduated summa cum laude.
I love doing my job here at AJ First. I work on the capital campaign, the building
fund. I set up fundraisers through restaurants, businesses, and I ran a Quarter Mania
event. I set up the Fry’s reward program through the church, each time someone uses their Fry’s reward card, we receive a percentage.
I volunteer for Bridge the Gap Urban Outreach, as their fundraiser and support them
monthly. Pastor James and Letha Turner were here at AJ First on Sunday, February
2, 2020. They are AG missionaries in Phoenix, who work with the homeless and
homeless pregnant women.
I am now working as an executive producer with Burning Bulb Publishing. The executive producer, in case you were wondering, is the person that locates the funds
when making a movie. We, BBP, will be making five Christian movies starting this
year. This has been on my bucket list for years.
OK, enough about me…
-Here are the upcoming AJ First fundraisers for March 2021March 7th
Mickey D’s Restaurant, 1408 W Apache Trail, Apache Junction
March 14th Fuddruckers, 6455 E Southern Ave, Mesa
March 21st Pastor Bob’s retirement celebration, (no fund raiser event)
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“The church does not
determine what the Bible
teaches.
It is the Bible that
Determines what the
Church must teach.”
C H Spurgeon
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Prayer Watch
Fran Barbano
Prayer meetings to pray
for America and our
church family are held
every Sunday evening at
6:30 p.m. We are requesting that you join us.
There is no question that
America is in trouble.
This is not just a “theme”
for Prayer Watch, but the
absolute truth.
When the end times revelation spoke of a
“remnant” of believers,
we have no idea how
small that remnant may
be. Currently, our prayer
meetings are attended by
a handful of the faithful
every Sunday evening.
We request that you join
us in prayer.
We, as Christians and a
Christian society are well
past the eleventh hour.
We edge closer to the
abyss from which there is
no return each day. With
the laws being passed
against anything good
and of God, we are in
deep trouble.
Yes, Jesus could come
anytime, but we must
remember that judgment
must first begin with the
family of God. (1 Peter
4:17) Persecution will
come before our Savior
returns. Jesus warned us:

Passover originated when the Israelites, in exile in Egypt,
were instructed by the Angel of the Lord to paint their doorposts and lintels with the fresh blood of the lamb during the
last plague put upon Egypt. This blood was to protect the
Jewish people from the plague. This ‘spotless lamb’ from
their flock is a sign of the coming Messiah, (EXODUS chapter
12). According to Jewish custom, all members of a family
had to take part in the slaughter of the lamb. That meaning
is significant in the New Testament as each and every person is guilty of the Lord’s death; we are all sinners and all
responsible. “All we like sheep have gone astray; we have
turned every one to his own way; and the Lord has laid on
Him the iniquity of us all,” ISAIAH 53:6. Jesus, or Yeshua to
the Messianic Jewish, was the fulfillment of that sign in the
book of Exodus. A Messianic Jew is one who believes Jesus
Christ is the Messiah. Jesus, born of the lineage of David
(MATTHEW chapter 1), was Jewish, His lineage, priestly.
Scripture states, ‘Salvation is of the Jews,’ (JOHN 4:22). Jesus identifies Himself as the Messiah in JOHN 4:25-26.
Jesus Christ fulfilled this sign in the New Testament as He
was known as the ‘Lamb of God’ from the beginning of His
ministry when John the Baptist saw Jesus and said,
“...Behold the Lamb of God, which takes away the sin of the
world,” (JOHN 1:29). Christians celebrate Easter, and Resurrection Sunday, Messianic Jews the Passover and we celebrate the new life we have in Jesus Christ, the Messiah. Not
all Jewish people recognize Him as their Messiah. The Orthodox Jewish faith celebrates the Passover. Referred to as
“the Lord’s Passover,” (EXODUS 12:11), the Israelites were
told that they shall observe this [Passover] for an ordinance
forever, (EXODUS 12:24,27).
Seven-hundred years after Isaiah prophesied about the
coming Messiah (ISAIAH 9:6,7), Jesus was born. At the age
of 30, Jesus’ ministry began. After three years, “...Jesus began to show His disciples that He must go to Jerusalem, and
suffer many things from the elders, chief priests and
scribes, and be killed, and raised the third day,” (MATTHEW
16:21 At the Passover meal, “Jesus took bread, and gave

At Passover, knowing He would soon be taken captive and crucified, Jesus and His
disciples went to the mount of Olives. While praying, His agony was so great that ‘His
sweat became as great drops of blood,’ (LUKE 22:44). Jesus, knowing that His death
was near, in another passage said, “Now is My soul troubled; and what shall I say?
Father save Me from this hour? But for this cause I was born,” (JOHN 12:27; 18:37).
We have absolutely no idea how much our Creator suffered for our sake, or how terribly He was tortured so that He could save us from our sin. Not just my sin and
yours, but the world’s sin: every sin of every individual who had ever lived or would
ever live, was placed on Him – the sinless, spotless, Lamb of God. He died to redeem
us from our sin. Jesus Christ, the Messiah – Yeshua Hammashea, loves each one of
us unconditionally.
Scripture states that He was so bruised that He was unrecognizable as a man (ISAIAH
52:13-14). He knew from the foundation of the world (1 PETER 1:19-20) that He
would be a sin-offering. Yet He came willingly to teach us how to live, love and give,
and chose to die for us that we might choose to live for Him. He’s already done His
part. Now it’s up to us. Believing is a choice. What will we choose to do with Jesus
Christ? The choice is ours. He’s already made His decision.
This year, as we celebrate Passover, Easter, and Resurrection Sunday, let us never

The 7 Feasts of the Lord
By Brad Gonzales
As we just read, Passover was a remembrance of when Israel in Egypt was saved
from the death of the first born in their family. They were instructed to take the blood
of a spotless lamb, spreading it on the posts and mantel of their doorways. This is a
“type” or example of the sinless lamb of God and His blood saving all who believe on
Him will be saved. In Leviticus 23 God gives to Moses the appointed days and when
and how they are to be observed.
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PASSOVER
UNLEAVEN BREAD
FIRST FRUITS
FEAST OF WEEKS/PENTACOST
TRUMPETS
DAY OF ATONEMENT
TABANACLES (BOOTHS)

PESACH
CHAG HAMOTZI
RESHIT KATZIR
SHAVU’OT
YOM TERU’AH
YOM KIPPUR
SUKKOT

NISAN 14-15
NISAN 15-22
NISAN 16-17
SIVAN 6-7
TISHRI 1
TISHRI 10
TISHRI 15-22

Unleaven Bread the day Jesus was buried – 7 days unleavened bread is to be eaten. Leaven or yeast
in the Bible is symbolic for sin. Jesus is described as the bread of life, he was born in Bethlehem, in
Hebrew means “House of Bread” Bethlehem is also where the sacrificial lambs were raised. Jesus is
also without sin. If you want further explanation investigate the making of matzah, it is striped,
pierced, and pure.
First Fruits – the day Jesus was raised - acknowledging the fertility of the land, the harvest of the
spring planting. Jesus was the first risen from the grave.
Pentecost – the day after the seventh sabbath you shall number 50 days. This marked the summer
harvest; they offered a new meat offering. Two loaves baked with leaven symbolizes the church being comprised of Jew and Gentile.
Trumpets – in Leviticus 25: 8-10 have trumpets “proclaim liberty throughout the land unto all the
inhabitant thereof” (that quotation appears today on the Liberty Bell in Philadelphia, assuring us that
America was founded by Bible readers) Leviticus 23:24 requires that “in the seventh month, in the
first day of the month, shall ye have a sabbath, a memorial of blowing trumpets.”
The Oral Law” referred to as the Mishnah dealt with the legal requirements of daily religious life. The
Sanhedrin would choose two different witnesses for the mo’ed or festival. These two witnesses
would tell us when the new moon had arrived, the first sliver of light. The witnesses were then
questioned separately and if agreed the Priest would sanctify the new moon and the new month to
begin.
No one in Israel could plan for the first day of the seventh month Tishri, called the Feast of Trumpets. But this, how could they plan for a festival that they DID NOT KNOW WHAT DAY OR HOUR IT
WOULD BE PUBLICALLY ANNOUNCED and thus begin? When Jesus spoke to the Jewish audience in
Matthew 24:36 “But of that day and hour no one knows not even the angels of heaven, nor the Son,
but the Father alone.” That phrase must have brought to mind the Feast of Trumpets. (The use of
two witnesses is seen even in the first half of the Tribulation.)
Once Tishri 1 was declared, a priest would sound the first of the trumpet’s blasts signaling for
the people to stop the harvesting and begin worship. Now when the trumpet sounds according
to I Corinthians 15: 51-53, living believers will cease their harvest (of souls) and rise from the
earth and worship. Maranatha!

Atonement – “Also on the tenth day of this seventh month there shall be a Day of
Atonement; it shall be a holy convocation (gathering) unto you; and you shall affect
your souls, and offer an offering made by fire unto the Lord.” A day of confession, the
highest of holy days. The Lord’s second coming will fulfill this feast.
Tabernacles - also known as booths, Jews will build a tent or booth to remember the
forty years in the wilderness. Tabernacles represent the Lord’s shelter and, in the
world, to come, His great tabernacle in Jerusalem (Ezekiel 37:26) during the 1,000year Kingdom age. The world will come every year to appear before the King and worship Him. (Zachariah 14:16-17)
The truths that becomes evident is that God makes His plan known to mankind. You
can know the end from the beginning. Our Father in heaven wants us to know, it
should not be a surprise. Jesus reprimanded the pharisees for not knowing the season
of his first coming. We need to know this season.

